
NOTICES OF BOOKS 381

Philostratos tlber Gymnastik. Von JULIUS JUTHNER. Pp. viii + 336. Leipzig
u. Berlin : B. G. Teubner, 1909. 10 in.

The treatise of Philostratos is valuable as the only remnant of what must have been an
extensive literature dealing with Gymnastic, and Dr. Juthner has now provided us for
the first time with a trustworthy text based on the actual MS. which was discovered by
Mynas in the middle of the last century. To the actual text he has added a German
translation, a full commentary, and an elaborate introduction, half of which is devoted to
questions connected with the actual text, the other half to a history of Gymnastic in
literature.

The text of Kayser proves to be more accurate than was supposed, and most of
Dr. Jiithner's changes are comparatively unimportant. In chapter 7 there appear to be
good reasons for substituting iraXaioi for the epithet JTOKIXOC applied to the Hoplitodromoi,
a change which invalidates part of the argument which was used in vol. xxiii. of this
journal though it does not affect the conclusions there reached as to-the general character
of the race in armour, which, in spite of Dr. Jiithner's indignant protest, was not
regarded, it may still be maintained, with the same seriousness as other athletic events.
There seems less reason for the change in arrangement of chapter 36, where Dr. Juthner
separates the type of athletes described as ol Iv /nxpa fieydkot from its true connexion
with the wrestlers and pankratiasts described in the previous chapter and makes them the
first class in the highly fantastic classification which follows.

The commentary, if somewhat disappointing in its dealing with practical matters, is
a storehouse of quotations from ancient writers, and of references to modern authorities.
There is probably no work where the student will find such information so conveniently
collected, and so accessible by means of the indices.

The introduction contains among other matters a valuable discussion on the
Oxyrhynchus wrestling papyrus quoted in vol. xxvi. of this journal, p. 22. The earlier
sections, dealing with gymnastic in literature, are based on what seems to the writer a
mistaken estimate of the value of the science of physical culture among the Greeks, the
founding of which Dr. Jiithner ascribes to Herodicus of Selymbria. Dr. Juthner appears
to suppose that the new science developed steadily during the following centuries and
exercised a valuable influence on medical science and on the national physique. Unfor-
tunately the progress of the new science, if progress it was, ^coincided with the decline of
national physique and the growth of professionalism. These evils began in the last
quarter of the fifth century, the time of Herodicus. Aristophanes is our witness that
in his time the palaestra was deserted : Euripides paints for us the evils of professionalism.
The old simple training had made the Greeks at the time of Marathon a race of
athletes : the scientific training of Herodicus produced the physical degeneracy of the
Hellenistic and Roman periods.

A u s dem griechischen Schulwesen. By E. ZIEBARTH. Pp. viii. +150. Leipzig :
B. G. Teubner, 1909. 4 m.

Dr. Ziebarth makes no attempt in the modest volume before us to give a complete
account of the theory and practice of Greek education. He does not aim at superseding
Grasberger or Girard or Freeman. Indeed, the period with which he mainly deals is
different from that covered by the last two writers, who do not profess to extend their
survey beyond the end of the fourth century B.C., whereas the evidence discussed by
Dr. Ziebarth belongs chiefly to the Hellenistic and Roman periods. What we have
before us is an admirable treatment by an author whose ' Das griechische Vereinswesen '
and 'Die Stiftung nach griechischem Recht' are standard works in their respective
fields of the evidence which inscriptions afford us on the subject of the organization of
Greek education, chiefly, but by. no means exclusively, in the Greek towns of Asia
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Minor. The author is abreast of the most recent discoveries and his command of the
material and lucidity of treatment leave nothing to be desired.

The nucleus of the book is formed by the publication, with a translation and
commentary, of a hitherto unedited inscription from Miletus, recording the details of an
endowment left by a certain Eudemus for the education of freeborn children. In
Chapter I I the author discusses the position of national and private schools in ancient
Greece and the extent to which school attendance was made compulsory by the state.
Chapter III deals with the question of 'School endowments and endowed schools,' in
which we notice that endowments seem to have been devoted not so much to the
intellectual as to the athletic side of education—to the founding of games, the provision
of oil, the building of baths, and similar objects. In the concluding chapter the
epigraphical evidence for the school curriculum and organization is collected and
discussed—the lists of scholars, their division into classes, schoolboy clubs and societies,
the social position, rights and duties of schoolmasters, school libraries, and that
characteristic feature of Greek life, the school dyaves, whether these consisted in the
annual examinations or in the school or state sports and contests. To all those
interested in the history of education the book may be warmly commended as one
which cannot fail to afford both interest and instruction.

De Vita atque Cultu Puerorum Monumentis Antiquis Bxplanato. By O.
VAN HOORN. Pp. 98. 37 Illustrations. Amsterdam, 1909.

The subject is one of those which may be spoiled by too much or too little gravity in
handling. In this case the mean appears to have been found, and the essay is equally
entertaining to the scholar and useful to the specialist. Some rather unexpected notes
on various subjects, of literary as well as archaeological interest, are incorporated in the
work. The illustrations are good, the references copious and recent, but there is no
index.

Plato's Doctrine of Ideas. By J. A. STEWART. Pp. 13 + 205. Oxford : Clarendon
Press, 1909. 6s.

The professed object of this book is to treat the Platonic doctrine of Ideas as a ' variety
of experience' whose nature may be better indicated to us through the help of modern
psychology than by any other means. ' The literary evidence ' is ' to be submitted for
interpretation to the Court of Psychology' (p. 12) ; too close an attention ' to the
letter of Plato's text ' is deprecated (171. 42. 109, n. 2). The doctrine should be regarded,
and Plato treated it, as having a double function, (1) as a methodology, (2) as expressing
aesthetic experience.

By calling the Ideas methodological (after Professor Natorp, who is freely cited
in the first part), what is meant is this : I may ask ' By employing what principles,
and following what method, does Human Understanding succeed in explaining the
facts of sensible experience ?' And the answer always is : ' By bringing its logical
categories to bear upon the facts of sensible experience, and so thinking out
systematically the various contexts, first immediate, and then wider and wider, in
which alone these facts have any significance for conduct and science' (128). The
ttbt] are such logical categories, or general terms, which we use in this task. The
expressions Professor Stewart uses about them are indeed various and perhaps
divergent. They are 'points of view, from which things are scientifically regarded' (26),
or ' by taking which, Human Understanding succeeds in making the facts of the sensible
world intelligible ' (128. cf. 172) : and a point of view appears to mean an aspect—at
least, the only example given of looking at things from a convenient point of view is that




